Living Theology Friends0719
Leon Combs
May 13, 2007

The Commands of Our Lord

“Forgive Part Two”

Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful.

Matt 6:14 “For if you forgive men for their transgressions, your heavenly Father will also forgive you.

Matt 6:15 “But if you do not forgive men, then your Father will not forgive your transgressions.”

I received the following response to my letter last week on forgiveness.  It was from a good friend who is an evangelist of considerable reputation.  His letter prompted me to elaborate a bit on the importance of our forgiving other people.

 “I remember a lady who could only walk using a walker.  She had been crippled for some time from bitterness that originated from a deep hurt to her daughter from another person in their church. She could not forgive. I had preached on receiving in love even those who had wronged you. We prayed for her will to forgive and gave her the verse Rom 5:5. 
Rom 5:5 “and hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us.”


She was healed and walked without a walker that week and forgave and God's love replaced the bitterness.”
As Christians we are indwelt with the Holy Spirit, and the love of God is incompatible with the hatred and bitterness of an unforgiving spirit.  An unforgiving spirit can indeed cripple a person in many ways.  Sometimes the crippling is of a mental nature such as depression or anxiety, and sometimes the crippling is of a physical nature such as what affected the woman mentioned above.  

Last week I commented that when we find ourselves unable to forgive someone there can be two possible reasons for our inability to forgive.  We could have a justification problem that indicates we have not been declared righteous by God through a faith in Jesus Christ that allows us to believe in His work for us.  We could also have a sanctification problem indicating that we have not allowed the Holy Spirit to work in our heart to the point where we can forgive.  It is extremely important for us to properly understand our dilemma.  If we have not come to the cross of Jesus for forgiveness then the Holy Spirit does not dwell within us and we need to get on our knees to God and pray for God to redeem us to Himself.
Rom 8:9 “However, you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. But if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Him.”

If we are truly children of God then we need to submit to the Holy Spirit to allow Him to work in our heart so that we can forgive.  There are two aspects to forgiveness.  The first aspect is that as a child of God we should be able to immediately forgive anyone of anything that he has done to us or one of our loved ones.  This forgiveness comes from our sanctified heart and frees us of any bitterness that could possibly result over the act of the other person.  We will then be in compliance with the command of our Lord to forgive others and we will then not be affected by any bitterness that could result in some crippling to occur in our life.  Our forgiving may even lead the person to repentance.

The second aspect of forgiveness involves our interaction with the person who wronged us.  For the relationship to be restored the person who wronged us must come and request our forgiveness.  The act of repentance on the part of the person who wronged us will allow the relationship to be healed.  
Whatever the cause of an inability to forgive someone, we must address it quickly.  I am always touched when I read about people who have had a terrible crime committed against them and they forgive the offender outright.  I have read of many such cases in the last few years.  A young child was kidnapped and murdered and the parents forgave the person who did such an awful act.  From the Virginia Tech shootings I read of parents forgiving the man who killed their child.  To forgive someone who has done such awful things and changed your life forever takes a very strong person, and true forgiveness comes only from a child of God.  Jesus forgave His executioners:
Luke 23:33 “And when they came to the place called The Skull, there they crucified Him and the criminals, one on the right and the other on the left.

Luke 23:34 But Jesus was saying, "Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing." And they cast lots, dividing up His garments among themselves.”

Similarly we must forgive others.  We are not Jesus.  However Christians are a temple of the Holy Spirit so we do possess His power to do what is humanly impossible.  If someone has harmed you or someone close to you and you are not forgiving him, determine quickly the reason for your unforgiving spirit.  If you are not a child of God then go to Him now for forgiveness of your sins.  If you have already been forgiven by God for your terrible sins against Him then you do have the ability and the responsibility to forgive others for the relatively minor sins against you or your loved ones.  Do not wait but forgive now.  
